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The Green Comet 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  1 
Peter 1:8 
 

As I write, The Green Comet, or to give it its official title - C/2022 E3 (ZTF) – sometimes 
abbreviated to E3, is heading away from the earth. I understand the best time to have 
seen the comet was between 5.30am and 6.30am on 2 February 2023, when it passed 
closer to earth.  

The Green Comet got quite the ‘drum roll’ as the media excitedly reported its once-in-a-
lifetime appearance flying past earth for the first time in 50,000 years, offering sky-gazers 
a one-off opportunity to witness the celestial spectacle before disappearing from our solar 
system forever. One newspaper carried the headline, “How to see E3 in the sky tonight 
before it disappears forever.” Despite all the publicity, which to be fair was well in advance 
of the event, guess what? I missed it! To be honest the thought of a 5.30 am start to the 
day didn’t appeal as well as having to search for our binoculars! 

But the whole episode got me thinking. How many once-in-a-lifetime events have I 
missed? Some will have been the result of a personal choice (like not getting up at 5.30 
am to watch a green comet!). Others will have been beyond my control – I wasn’t around 
at the right time or in the right place. I reflected on the unique event of God incarnate. The 
gift of Jesus Christ to the world. The Word made flesh. I have had conversations with 
people asking what must it have been like to have encountered Jesus when He walked the 
earth? We can only imagine – and that’s not necessarily a bad thing, in my book anyway! 
When I indulge myself in my imagination, I don’t picture myself being present at one of 
Jesus’s miracles, rather I find myself wondering what it must have been like to listen to 
Jesus. To hear Him share a parable, to listen to the incredible Beatitudes, or to simply sit 
with Him on the shore of Lake Galilee and just . . . talk. I guess that is why prayer is so 
important.  

When Saint Peter wrote to the Churches, he was well aware that he had a distinct privilege 
– he had known Jesus as a human being, spent time with Him. The readers of his letter 
hadn’t had that joy and neither have we; but although they never knew Jesus in the flesh 
they still loved Him; although they never saw Him with their own eyes they still believed in 
Him. And that belief gave them a joy and a certainty of the salvation of their souls. 

There’s a big difference between the unique events of a passing green comet and the visit 
of the Son of God. The green comet would have made a spectacular appearance BUT has 
disappeared forever. Jesus promised never to leave us or forsake us and we have been 
blessed with the glorious gift of the Holy Spirit. 

There is a tradition called Lectio Divina as a way of becoming immersed in the Scriptures 
very personally. We read a passage slowly, several times and even imagine ourselves in 
the story too. By placing ourselves in the story we gain a fresh perspective or 
understanding. As we approach Lent and Easter, Jesus invites us to take this powerful and 
poignant journey with Him. It is a story I guess we are all familiar with, and as a post-
Easter generation we know how it unfolds. But still I would encourage you to take that 
journey with Christ in your personal devotions or Lent groups. Jesus still speaks. May we 
have the grace to listen and allow ourselves to be transformed.  

Deacon Kina 

 



 

 

Advent Crafts 
Craft afternoons for children have been taking place regularly in The Meeting Place after 
school on the first Thursday of each month. 

An additional craft event was 
organised for Advent Sunday (27 
November) to coincide with the 

Winter Wonderland festivities on 
Egremont Main Street.  At this the 
crafts were centred round the 

Christmas story.  Children (and 
willing adults) were invited to make 
angels, torches (representing light), 
stars, nativity scenes, Christmas 

trees and baubles. 
 

Lots of children and their parents (around 200 in all) came in to our warm space to: 

• Make some of the craft items, 

• Enjoy FREE eats and drinks – in contrast to the stalls outside, 

• Mix with others in a friendly environment. 

Additional very welcome visitors were the police and St John’s ambulance – thankfully 
there were no accidents nor trouble. 
 
The building was buzzing 
throughout the afternoon.  
People kept coming in until the 
end and didn’t want it to finish.  
It was one of the most 
successful craft sessions and 
showed the huge advantage of 
having events which coincided 
with other things outside.  
Great thanks to the organisers 
and very well done to 
everybody who participated in 

any way. 

Douglas McDevitte 

 

 

John’s Joke 
How does a mouse feel after taking a shower? 

Squeaky clean. 

  



 

 

Offering a Warm Welcome Space 
Since the last newsletter we have started a Warm Welcome Space on Fridays at The 
Meeting Place from 12 noon till 3 pm. So far we have seen about 35 different people 
attending with between 15 and 20 attending each week. As the name suggests we are 
offering a space that is warm and welcoming to all. Everything is free and on offer there 
are hot drinks, soup and a roll and a chance to play board game or do crafts if you wish to.  

Those who come enjoy the opportunity to socialise with others and we have seen many 
people, both attending and helping out, who have previously had no contact with the 
church. Warm Welcome Space will run on Fridays till the end of March.  We have been 
grateful for the support of church members, the Town Council and Borough Council and 
members of the Community to enable Warm Welcome Space to happen. We may well 
look to run it again next Winter. 

As we run Warm Welcome Space we are reflecting 
the love of Jesus who offered a warm welcome to 
all regardless of their background, status or past 
reputation. May each one of us continue to reflect 
the love of Jesus in all that we say and all that we 
do. 

John Wilson 

[Editor: We have received funding from Cumbria 
Community Foundation, Cumbria County Council 
and now £1,000 from Egremont Town Council - 
see pic with Michael McVeigh, Alec Bounds and 
Elaine Woodburn handing over the cheque] 

 

Church Council Decision on Registering The 
Meeting Place for Same-sex Marriage 

The Church Council met on 31 January. Following the 8 January meeting that was open to 
all, in which Rev Paul Saunders spoke of the journey that the national Methodist Church 
had been on, it was time to decide locally what we would do. 

The views of people who had contacted Paul or other Church Council members were 
relayed to the Council, before the vote was taken. The vote was 7-2 in favour of registering 
The Meeting Place. The process of registering The Meeting Place for this purpose is 
ongoing. 

In other news from the Church Council: 

Katie said that Egremont Town Council would like to install a bench and planters on the 
pavement next to the railings outside the front of church, on the south side of the gate, in 
memory of those lost to Covid. This was agreed. 

Katie reported on the last meeting of Egremont Churches Together. The Pentecost service 
that in recent years has been in the Market Hall is to be discontinued. There will be only 4 
Lent Lunches this year. There will be just 3 Walks with the Cross. One World Week is  
being discontinued nationally, but Deb Lee will run a Fairtrade stall at our coffee morning 
on 21 October. 

Alec Bounds 



 

 

Messy Crafts 
The 18th December was a particularly busy Sunday at The Meeting Place. The day started 
with our Carol Service ably prepared by Linda and ended with the live screening of the 

World Cup Final. Inbetween, some of us stayed to make Christingles and share in an 
Impromptu Nativity and Christingle service. Adults and children gathered round tables 
together while John and Gillian led them through how to make a Christingle.  

 
Once the Christingles were made we moved on 
to the Impromptu Nativity. John told us the 

Nativity Story while the children acted it out for us 
using a few props along the way. There were 
parts for everyone. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Angels doubled up as Inn Keepers using 
torches made a few weeks before and the Wise 
Men put the presents under the Christmas tree 
to good use. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
After that we returned to the tables to 
hear all about Christingles and the 
significance of all the different elements 
before the candles were lit for those 
special moments of any Christingle 
Service. 
 

  



 

 

In January, Messy Crafts took Noah and his ark as their theme. Working round the room 

the children made the ark, filled it with animals and made rather ferocious-looking lions 
with loud roars. There were handprint fish swimming in seaweed, white doves and rainbow 
clouds. As the children worked round the craft tables the story unfolded while a video 

played in the background for us to listen to in any quiet moments. Tea followed a rainbow 
theme with colourful pizzas, salads and rainbow-coloured cakes before the final crafts 
were completed.  

 

      
 

Gillian Bounds 

 

 

Coffee Mornings 
We  have been  holding regular Saturday coffee mornings from 10am to 12 noon for many  
years, and they have  proved to be very popular, with many regular attenders. 

Recently we have become short of volunteers to man these sessions and it is important to 
keep them going as this is very good outreach for the church. If you feel you could offer to 
help in this way please contact either Gillian, Linda, Christine or Margaret who would be 
only too willing to show you what is involved.  

Many  thanks. 

Margaret Hargreaves 

 



 

 

The World Cup Final 
If you want to know who played in the World Cup Final or 
what the score was, this is not the article for you!  

We had hoped for a good turnout when we live-streamed the 
World Cup Final on the afternoon of December 18th, numbers 
however were disappointing. Perhaps just as well, as it was 
rather a steep learning curve for those there. Having 
experimented with live streaming previously, it should have 
gone smoothly but the church internet was too slow on this 
occasion. Perhaps too many others were using their internet 
to watch the match. Not daunted we used Alec’s mobile 
phone as a hot spot, which supplied a faster broadband 
connection. That worked well until the match went into extra 
time and indeed penalties. The 
phone ran out of data at that 
point! Some of those watching 
then gathered round 

Katherine’s phone watching the crucial moments while 
Alec’s was successfully topped up and normal service 
resumed!  

Having spent the past thirty years being mocked by husband 
and sons for her lack of understanding of the game, Gillian 
finally came into her own as she explained some of the finer 
points (OK basic points) of football to Katie during extra time.  

We will experiment again in the future to see if it is possible 
to livestream something popular at a busy time from our 
existing equipment and connection successfully. Due to the 
resourcefulness of the techies, it was possible for those 
interested to watch and enjoy the 2022 World Cup Final 
together. 

Gillian Bounds 

 

Egremont Farmers’ Market Fair Trade Update 
Sadly my main supplier (Traidcraft) has gone into administration. The company has been 
fighting the cause of Fair Trade for over 40 years, giving voice to producers and farmers 
and providing outlets for their goods. They were pioneers, and many Fair Trade products 
we now take for granted were first introduced to UK by Traidcraft. 

I will still be holding my Fair Trade Stall. However there will be a few changes, 
particularly things like tea and biscuits, that were Traidcraft’s own brand. There are likely to 
be a few price increases as I will have to source from several different companies and so 
incur more transport costs. 

I really hope you will continue to support Fair Trade, or perhaps even more so, as 
the producers are more vulnerable with the loss of such a big player fighting their 
cause. You can also support Transform Trade to build a fairer world 
https://www.transform-trade.org/ 

Deb Lee



 

 

A Lent Hymn 

You can use this hymn as a prayer if you 
would like to: 

 

O sacred head, sore wounded, 
with grief and pain weighed down, 
how scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown! 
How pale art thou with anguish, 
with sore abuse and scorn! 
How does that visage languish 
which once was bright as morn! 

 

O Lord of life and glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
I read the wondrous story, 
I joy to call thee mine. 
Thy grief and thy compassion 
were all for sinners' gain; 
mine, mine was the transgression, 
but thine the deadly pain. 

 

What language shall I borrow 
to praise thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Lord, make me thine for ever, 
nor let me faithless prove; 
O let me never, never 
abuse such dying love! 

 

Be near me, Lord, when dying; 
O show thy cross to me, 
that I, for succour flying, 
my eyes may fix on thee; 
and then, thy grace receiving, 
let faith my fears dispel, 
for whoso dies believing 
in thee, dear Lord, dies well. 

 

Paul Gerhardt (1607–1676) 
translated by James Waddell Alexander 
(1804–1859) and Rupert E. Davies (1909–
1994) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic 
Words Edition, number 280 
Translation: © Executors of Rupert E. Davies 

 

 

Two Upcoming Events 

 

 
 



 

 

Learning Farsi 
Like most people I have a variety of jobs I undertake at church, but I never thought 
learning Farsi would be one of them. Indeed, I couldn’t have told you where Farsi was 
spoken until Fatemeh came to worship with us. 

At school my foreign language skills certainly weren’t my strongest point and I could easily 
muddle French and German words. I am not sure I do much better with Farsi, but I do try. I 
am not learning Farsi in the conventional sense of learning a language, rather I am 
learning random words as they become useful. 

Fatemeh helps with coffee mornings on a Saturday so some of the first Farsi words we 
shared were tea, coffee, milk and sugar. These were closely followed by mug, spoon, tray 
and teapot. One of my favourites is tangalay which means fork! 

Each week as we travel to church we ask how each other is and then discuss the weather. 
Discussing the weather makes it sound much more than it actually is. In reality we list 
various possibilities and respond yes or no. The conversation goes a bit like this although 
we are speaking in Farsi not English: - 

Sun – no 

Rain – yes 

Wind – yes    

Sometimes we are reduced to drawing pictures and John’s recent house move was 
communicated in such a way. As was the idea of family and how many children we each 
had. 

There is a connexional Farsi Speaking Ministry group which I have become involved in 
and where we discuss how we can best welcome people from Iran into our churches. As a 
result, we sometimes play a hymn or chorus in Farsi before the service begins and of 
course you may remember Fatemeh was presented with a Bible soon after she joined us. 
Google translate was also suggested although this can lead to some strange messages 
and much laughter. 

Having Fatemeh worship with us is a great blessing and she is always so willing to help. 
When we clean church she has been described as a whirlwind. Each Sunday after the 
service she goes to help serve coffee in the kitchen and has even helped with a Messy 
Crafts afternoon. When it comes to serving God who loves and cares for all people, the 
challenge of language is no barrier although a few well-chosen words are a definite help 
when connecting with one another. 

Khoda Hafez 

(In Farsi this literally means “God be with you” and is used to say goodbye.) 

Gillian Bounds 

 

 

From the Editor 
Thank you to all those who have submitted articles for this edition. 

Articles do not necessarily represent the official views of Egremont Methodist Church. 

Alec Bounds 



 

 

Egremont Methodist Church Dates 

Regular events 

Sundays, 11am to approximately midday, Church Service at The Meeting Place. 

Mondays during school term time, 7-30pm: Open House Fellowship at Emmaus, Wodow 
Rd, Thornhill. Includes worship, discussion of text in the Bible, refreshments, prayer. 
Phone Alec or Gillian Bounds, 01946 823659. 

Fridays up to and including 31 March, 12noon-3pm, Warm Welcome Space, at The Meet-
ing Place 

Saturdays, 10am – 12 noon, Coffee Morning at The Meeting Place. 

The Meeting Place is used by several community groups during the week – see the poster 
on the Information board in the Meeting Place. 

Other church events in March, April and May 

All events at The Meeting Place unless otherwise stated.  

Thursday 2 March, 11-30am to 1pm, Lent Lunch with Fairtrade stall. 

Thursday 9 March, 11-30am to 1pm, Lent Lunch. 

Thursday 16 March, 11-30am to 1pm, Lent Lunch. 

Saturday 18 March, 2pm-4pm, Craft Afternoon with Afternoon Tea (the day before 
Mothering Sunday). 

Sunday 2 April, 3pm, Walk with the Cross, from Thornhill to Egremont RC. 

Tuesday 4 or Wednesday 5 April, 6-30pm, Walk with the Cross from Egremont RC to St 
Bees Parish Church. 

Thursday 6 April, 4-6pm, Messy Crafts Easter. 

Friday 7 April, 11am, Hot Cross Buns handed out on the street, followed at 12noon by 
Good Friday service. 

Friday 7 April, 5-30pm, Walk with the Cross from St Bees Parish Church to The Meeting 
Place. 

Sunday 9 April, 11am, Easter Sunday service. 

Sunday 16 April, 3pm, Circuit Service at 
Maryport Methodist Church. 

Wednesday 19 April, 7-15pm, Mission Meet-
ing at Emmaus, Thornhill. 

Saturday 6 May to Monday 8 May, Events to 
mark the King’s Coronation. Watch this 
space! 

Sunday 14 May, 11am, Church Anniversary 
Service led by Rev James Tebbutt, Chair of 
the Cumbria District, followed by bring-and-
share lunch, followed at 1-30pm by Annual 
General Meeting. 

Saturday 20 May, 8am-10am, Christian Aid 
Big Brekkie. 


